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Genetically Modified Crops � Adjournment Debate 

HON GIZ WATSON (North Metropolitan) [5.13 pm]: As I have another 10 minutes in which to speak, I will 
take this opportunity to conclude my comments on the previous matter. That was rather fortunate, was it not! I 
promise that I will not take up another 10 minutes. I could, but I will not. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! I am sure that the member has some general observations to make but I know that she 
would not dare to reflect on the vote of the house. 

Hon GIZ WATSON: Not at all, Mr President. I will make some further observations on the matter of GM 
crops, if I might. It is important to take note of the comments made by Hon Max Trenorden in the previous 
debate, which is now concluded. He talked about the quality of product. That is a very important point and it 
concerns future markets and the value-adding of products in Western Australia. People who are either currently 
growing organic crops or who are moving in that direction recognise that Australia is in a unique position 
because it is geographically isolated. In many cases, it is relatively free of diseases that occur in the other states 
of Australia. Obviously Western Australia is free from many diseases that are prevalent in other countries. 
Western Australia has something special. We are seeing more and more Western Australian farmers looking to 
exploit those markets. Much of the advocacy that I receive in my office to keep Western Australia GM free 
comes from people who work in and are producing products for those niche markets. They are concerned about 
not only contamination, but also the perception that Western Australia will lose its clean, green market 
advantage. I realise that that can muddy the waters. If one person is growing canola in the northern wheatbelt and 
another is growing organic apples in Donnybrook, it is probably drawing a long bow to suggest that the crops 
could be cross-contaminated. Nevertheless, people have a genuine concern about what allowing GM crops to be 
grown in WA would do to our reputation as a producer of a very clean, high-quality product. 
 


